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Welcome to the RSO Advisor Network (RAN) Newsletter!

Each month you will receive information about Registered Student Organization
requirements, tips and tricks from the Center for Student Involvement, resources
for your student organizations to use, as well as information to aid you in being a

great advisor.

IN THIS EDITION....NOVEMBER 2018

= Upcoming Events

o Homecoming 2018
= RSO Resources

o Volunteer Opportunities for Student Organizations
= Get Involved Access

o Service Hours

= Advisors Corner: Program Planning & Inclusivity

UPCOMING EVENTS

This month we are featuring UH Homecoming 2018! Homecoming is an amazing way for students and
student organizations alike to showcase their pride and Cougar Spirit. Check out some of the events
happening next week.

Monday KICKOFF PEP-RALLY Friday ROCK-THE-CAMPUS
GO BIG & COME O SC PLAZA 09 LYNN EUSAN PARK
5PM - 7PM 9AM - 12PM

THE TAILGATE
Tuesday CAN-STRUCTION LYNN EUSAN PARK

O 6 S PLAZS 7PM - 10PM
11AM - 2PM

Saturday yH ys. TEMPLE
STRUT YOUR STUFF
UNIVERSITY OF HOUSTON HOMECOMING GAME
SC HOUSTON ROOM 1
HOMECOMING 2018 7PM - 10PM TDECU STADIUM

UH MEN’S BASKETBALL
Wednesday SPIRIT SWAP vs. ALABAMA A&M

SC CIRCLE DRIVE H&PE ARENA
12PM - 2PM

BED RACES @ uh.edu/homecoming

TDECU STADIUM

7PM - 9PM @ @UHHomecoming

NOVEMBER 5th - 10th .
#U H H OM E.I 8 Thursday GLOW BOUNCE @UHHomecoming

08 SC HOUSTON ROOM University of Houston
7PM - 10PM Homecoming

RSO RESOURCES

This month we are highlighting Volunteer Opportunities for Student Organizations. Below are several
opportunities for student groups to volunteer at UH and in the surrounding communities we serve.

Metropolitan Volunteer Program (MVP)

The Metropolitan Volunteer Program (MVP) is a student organization at the
University of Houston that creates and provides service opportunities for
students by collaborating with campus and community partners. The
Metropolitan Volunteer Program works to coordinate efforts in the following

metropolitan areas:

e Children & Education
p I'O gram e Health & Wellness
e Environment & Sustainability

e Hunger & Homelessness

Student organizations are welcome to contact MVP to find ways to get
involved with service projects or discover new volunteer opportunities. For
more information please contact mvp@uh.edu.

Campus Community Garden

The UH Campus Community Garden is approximately 600 square feet
of university land devoted to growing organic produce and educating
campus and community members about healthy living. All of the
produce is donated directly to local food pantries and facilities serving
low-income families and individuals. The garden requires regular by
volunteers who assist in harvesting, weeding and planting. To
volunteer, sign up for any of the scheduled events on the calendar of
events page, or you can contact them directly by calling 832.842.9051
or sending an email to gardening@uh.edu.

Frontier Fiesta

If students are looking for a way to get involved with UH,
give back to the community, and contribute to one of the
university’s oldest and proudest traditions then they can con-
sider signing up to  volunteer at this year’s Frontier Fies-
ta! This year’s event will be held in the parking lots across
from the Campus Recreation and Wellness Center from
March 21st — 23rd, 2019.

Feel free to reach out to the Fiesta Vice Chair at
ffvice@central.uh.edu for more information.

UH Sugar Land Volunteering

UH Sugarland is looking for people to serve as volunteers in
the local community and at the University of Houston at
Sugar Land campus. When you sign-up, you will receive
emails containing information about volunteer
opportunities.

To sign up, visit the website here. &G

Third Ward Initiative

The Third Ward Initiative is a collaborative partnership within the
Third Ward community. Members of the UH community are
coming together to help create a partnership that improves
quality of life in our shared neighborhood. There are many ways
to get involved with this initiative by volunteering within HISD or
within the Third Ward Community. Click the link below for a list
of opportunities.

Get Involved—Third Ward Initiative

GET INVOLVED: SERVICE HOURS

The Service Hours tool within Get Involved allows students to log the community service hours they are gaining

through service within their organization or on their own. Students who log their service hours in Get Involved and
meet a specific threshold are also eligible for the President’s Volunteer Service Award.

Students are able to submit their volunteer hours on their own and select the student organization with whom they would
like to associate the hours. As an advisor, you do have access to approve and/or view all service hours that have been
submitted for the organizations you advise.

Submitting Service Hours

Students have the option to submit service hours from their user profile. To submit with this method, students will need to
access their user drawer (on the left of the Get Involved homepage, by clicking their initials or photo) and select Service
Hours. All of their pending, approved, and denied service hours will display for all organizations they have submitted for.
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Students will need to select the +Service Hours button at the top of the page, and select the organization from the drop-
down menu they wish to associate service hours to. They will complete the form with all the required information. They will
then need to click Create to confirm their submission. These submissions will need to be approved by an organization
officer or you as the advisor.

Approving Service Hours

As an advisor you do have access to approve service hours, however this may be a responsibility of a student officer in the
organizations you advise. To approve the hours submitted in your organization’s site, go to the organization's Action Center
and access the Service Hours tool through the organization tool drawer.
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Scroll to the bottom of the page where you will see the pending submissions. You are able to review the information
displayed and then make a decision by selecting the check box to the left of the submission and clicking Approve or Deny.

Manage Service Hours

Service Hours Summary
July31,2017 -August 07,2017
m MONTH 3 MONTHS CUSTOM
PENDING HOURS APPROVED HOURS DENIED HOURS
PENDING APPROVED DENIED
] DELETE SELECTED Search Q
Submitter Date Description Duration
@] Bev Peter 4/17/2017 Boys and Girls Club Men 1:30 Approve | Deny
a Annaleisa Springman 4/17/2017 Boys and Girls Club Mentoring 1:30 Approve | Deny
@] Angela Eckert 4/17/2017 Boys and Girls Club Mentoring 1:30 Approve | Deny

Adapted from Campus Labs Engage Support

ADVISORS CORNER: PROGRAM PLANNING & INCLUSIVITY

Over the course of your time as an advisor, your student organization will most likely plan a program or event of some
sort! Programs can range from social to educational, for a cause or simply for fun. When planning a program, there are
many factors to consider including the who, what, when, where, why, and how factors.

As an advisor, along with the above factors, you can also help your students think about potential collaborations, as well as
if there are any conflicts with major campus dates like finals or midterms, holidays, or other important events around
campus. Help your students think outside the box when it comes to locations, advertising and finding ways to fund their
events.

One area that is often overlooked when events are being developed is the level of inclusivity in the event. When
programming, it is important to be mindful of the differences of the people in our community, especially at an institution
as diverse as the University of Houston. As an advisor you can help your students think more about if they have
considered the following:

e Whose perspectives, experiences, viewpoints, and voices have been included in the planning?

e Have your students considered gender bias and gender-neutral language in their programming?

e Have your students considered religious backgrounds, rituals and traditions in their programming?
e Have your students considered the needs of students with disabilities in their programming?

It is our responsibility as advisors to guide our students and aid them in make informed decisions that are going to help
their organization be successful, but also help them grow as individuals.

Another important responsibility we have as advisors is to ensure that our students are abiding by University policies and
procedures. The Center for Student Involvement requires that student organizations register programs and events that
meet specific criteria, which includes but is not limited to, being outdoors, serving food, alcohol, charging fees, etc.
Organizations are required to submit event registration forms via Get Involved at least five (5) business days in
advance, or fifteen (15) business days in advance if the event meets two of the following criteria: is social in nature,
includes guests from outside the university, or if there is a fee or admission charge associated with the event.

We want to ensure that the students we are serving are hosting successful, safe, and inclusive events for the enjoyment of
everyone on campus. For more information regarding event registration click here. If you have any questions about event
registration or helping your students work through event planning, please feel free to reach out to us in the Center for
Student Involvement.

Adapted from UH RSO Resource Guide & ACPA Advisor Manual
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Scroll to the bottom of the page where you will see the pending submissions. You are able to review the information
displayed and then make a decision by selecting the check box to the left of the submission and clicking Approve or Deny.
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