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I'he Series was questioned. Many wanted o know the sources

5. One ¢

tor the “lexas blazer S

ic actually described che

profiles as “tairy tles.” How were we finding informartion that his
torians had not found? The answer was owofold. One, we specifi

voscarchad for Afvican American leaders, and, two. we began

much of our rescarch through oral histories. We then veritied

vormadon through African: American newspapers, obituarics.

church and school histories, as well as traditional primary sources
such as census records and land records. Te has been a privilege
bea part of such trailblazing research and o be able o share this
information with scudents. Ina ten vear period we published sixey-
five profiles with photographs and compiled a book. The Zexas
Liailblazer Series is now on the shelves of libraries throughout
lexas, By 20000 three edidons had been published. incorporating,
the ever-growing collecton of biographics. And. the research con-
nues to dare.

My role i this project would not have been possible withour

the

Mu

blazers who have guided me throughout my life: Adeline
Smith, Flise LeNoir Morris,

ist of others, including my facher, C.

ler Dugar. Hortense Dug

red Brooks, and a long
L Smith. who is profiled in the Zexas Tailblazer Sevies. Among the
many who assisted are Thelma Scote Bryane, Houston's 97-vear

old

ving encvclopedia of history, and Bernice McBeth, who has

compiled the most about the history of African Am n
Methodists in Texas.
I'he men and women who blazed s during segregation

sowed the seeds for the Texas Tailblazer Series. T'he faculty ac Texas
Southern: University educated us when Rice University forbade

African Americans to attend. Carter Wesley, Co AL Dupree, Hobart

lavlorand | H. Jemison purchased €. mp Robinwood o give
African American Girl Scouts a camping experience in Houston

when we were excluded from camping at nearby Agnes Arnold.

I'he Houston Negro Hospital (now Riverside General) delivered

thousands of babies when hospitals would not admic our African
\merican mothers. The mothers of che Jack and Jill Inc.. an org

nizaton founded o provide social enrichment acti

iies for vouth,
persuaded Houston’s Alley Theater to hold a special performance

tor the organization during segregation. The Houston Diformer

newspaper wrote positive stories about African American

Gy

soctal.and el

s activities when /e Houston Post complerely

wenored our communities. The Julia C. Hester House offered a

swimming pool and other recreational activities when other recre-

nl centers were dosed o African Americans, Haie Mae

¢ mtegrated Houston's school board and endured unbeliey-

1958.

when she acended her
activist N

School

SComeeting

ve Jovee Panch keeps the spiric of

ve and helped o coordinate its 75ch

©lexas African Americans have
¢afew sources that are not
Houston is /e Red

compiied in 1915 by Fnme ). Scote. Ttis a com

al

ps the most vala

s made du e s fitey vears follow

I Houston's most

rehes, sehools. and civie

associations. | Mason Brewer, a ‘Texas folklorist and historian,
taught at Huston-Tillotson College in Austin and authored books
and short stories. George R Wooltolk, Ph.D.. authored the histo-
rv of Prairic View A&M L

department ac the University. Several Houston women have pub-

iversity. He was Dean of the history

shed histories. Thelma Score Brvane documented her memoirs of
Houston pioncer families. Hazel Hainsworth Young, co-founder
of the Houston chaprer of Alpha Kappa Alpha, authored a history
ol the sorority. Likewise. Lullelia Walker Harrison wrote a history
of her sorority. Zeta Phi Bea.

Irinity United Methodist Church celebrates over 150 vears of

history. It began as an African mission of First Methodist Church

of Houston and has produced numerous souvenir booklets about

its history, including trailblazers such as founding pastor, Rev. Elias

Dibble. Bernice McBeth has collected the history of this and other

Methodist churches. Antioch Missionary: Baptise. Church was
tounded six months after slavery ended in “Texas. Pioneer pastor
Rev. Jack Yares has a high school in Houston named in his honor.
Both churches have historical markers on their sites. More than
thirey African American churches in Houston cclebratce 100-plus
vears, and many have documented their histories in souvenir
booklets. Most of these histories are unknown because of limited
p

sic novel, 7he hvisible Man, the role of African Americans in

wing and lack of marketing. As Ralph Ellison wrote in his clas-

American society has been mostly ignored and, therefore. choughe

non-existent.

I'he trailblazers thac guide me have taughe me otherwise. They
encouraged me 1o ask questions and they taught me o seck
answers and o formulate opinions. My background in science
taughe me o formulate hypotheses. The Texas Tailblazer Series

began with a question. How did ex-slaves survive physical and

mental abuse, such as lynchings, discrimination, and segregation:

and who were the Teaders in that seruggle? We profiled sixy-five

lexas leaders in the Zexas Trailblazer Sevies. and we identified hun

dreds more. Among 254 Texas counties, there are numerous com

munities with a sizeable African American population chat have
schools named in honor of pioncer educators who taught hun
dreds of students. These were the tailblazers. Other wrailblazers

were pioneer pastors, business owners, and elected officials. The

list is growing,

My motivation for researching. writing, and speaking about

Atrican American railblazers clearly comes from communiny

blazers and my ancestors. Were it not for their support and guid
ance during formative vears, when 1 was openly called and treated
like an

dence to undertake this research. Today T con

er child in Houston, I would not have the selt-confi-

nue this work and

in myvowork as archivise for the Afric

broadc

American Studies Program ac the Universite of Houston. In creat-
ing an archive. | preserve notonly the stories of the trailblazers, bue
also the sources of their history, making them available for other

students and scholars. The future is in motvating young people o

ask questions about their own communities so that they mighe
continue to add o Texas history and make icinclusive of evervone

who made 1 contribution 1o the development of this areat state,

“he
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by Sarah E. Frazer

group of university and community: women combined

cfforts 1o found the Womens Archive and  Research

‘enter (WARC) as a unique resource for the iy of
Houston and for the University of Houston. The movement from
idea to reality ook several vears, bue the Women's Archive, sup-
ported by the Friends of Women's Studies and the Women's
Studies Program of the University of Houston, is now housed in
the department of Special Collecdons & Archives within the
University  of - Houston
Libraries. The WARC iy
available o students,
researchers, and the genceral
public as a resource for
exploring  the  history of
women in Houston. The
story of the founding of the
WARC shows how a group
of women successtully ereat-
ed a new service in one of
Houston's major universitics.
T'he WARC story began
with the incepuon of the
Womens Studies program

v the fall semester of 1991,

Cynthia Freeland, a profes-
-l Cavey Shawart, Cymthua Fyeeland. o 1

sor ol Philosophy. became
Wornens Stuelics P W by A

. |

the first director of  the
Women's Studies program.

student demand

which had been established “in response to voc
and in recognition of broad faculte expertise.” Recognizing the
need o generate funding and 1o promote the Womens Stadies

vvolunteer

Program to ensurce its success. Frechaind and commu

wp fe

Carey Shuart proposed forming a Fricnds

Shuart had recendy assumed a volunteer role ac the

linator. work

Houston as the Utriends Cox

publicize

departments within the: Univensiny

lunteer. native Houston

activites. A community v

twould become a ke

student of the Universioe of Houston, She
supporter of the Friends of Women's Studies nd the WARC
tthe

ted the visi

In late 19920 Cynthia Frecland artic

WARC by drafting a proposal for an archive and research center

rev (

Ihe proposal oudined its vision and niss how it would be dis

tinctive, and possible madels tor it tormation. The archive would

provide a “focal poine for the systematic collection of women’s

tor the active

papers.” and the rescarch center would “[provide
use. studve and dissemination of archival marerials by visiting

scholars.” Together, the archive and rescarch center would offer the

community other resources. such as alecture series, conferences, a
speaker’s burcan, facilitagon of neoworking opportunities, and

assistance with public histories.

I'he details of setting up a
structure and - process tor the
WARC would occupy  the

ends of Women's Studies tor

the next two vears.

In the fall of 1993 the Board
of the Friends of Women's
Studies focused on the found-

ing of the Women's Archive and

Rescarch Center as their op
rd inidally

Instituee at

prioriy. The Be

utilized the Buna

Radcliffe as a possible model for
the WARC, Cyvndhia Freeland

had used this maodel in her

nd the Friends
d

- Horence Tadd.

sal
of - Womens  Studies

1992 pro

Crvgon)

rawford

tor

the

consultaton i the

v 19930 Although icwas apow

Bunting Institute enjoved a heritage and resources woally ditferent

from the st the Universiy of Houston, The Board inves

ated other research centerss based onissues such as fundi

focus, structn on with anarchive, wit

Womens M .

dimporance of

Interest began o shife trom the Bunting model toward 1 “mad

L research centeer tocus

on particular

Nawvomen o

Tevas poliies women mspaces women in the professions, cte

Ihe Tecrure Series Co tee of the Friends also saw this

ned e

wood way 1o doveil the siruce
re of the WARC

1N stractare,

forn

an

eaeries to the st

In ade Board




issues of content and the Jocation of the archive. It initated

research on local women's croups regarding therr materials and

interest donation and began discussions with the University

bl

it created a brochure and a directory of women’s orea

out potential level of commitment and avy space

addiic

wions and began designing potential modules and identity

sources of | At this ame. the Board members had a varien

of ideas regarding their vision for the WARC, two of which uli

mateh formed: the basis for che desion of the collecton. The
WARC would ¢

retlect the diversine of the cin of Houston

histories. and the archive o

Cron

Atrer nearly two vears of work by the Friends of Women's

Studies and the Women's Studies program. the Board soughe ol
Laboration with the Universiey Libraries, In February 1994, Carey
Shu

mitiaced 2 meeting benween Robin Downes, then Director

of Libraries, and the Board. While pointing out the need for space.
personneland seaft and budget lines, Downes affirmed the will

wess of the Libraries to assist in the creation of the WARC. He

subsequentdy requested budger Tines for an archivist and an

tion of the WARC

archival assistant, pay ng the way for inte

with the Universiye |

hraries,

A meeting i October 1995 bro

he together the leaders who

would pue the WARC in place. Elizabeth Gregory, who had suc-
ceeded Cynthia Freeland as Director of Women's Studics, met
with representatives from the Libraries o clarify connections
berween the University Archives, the U viversity Libraries, and the

WARC. The Libraries representatives at thae time were Dana

Rooks, Assistant Dircctor of Libraries, who would be named the
Libraries” firse: Dean in 1997 Par Bozeman. Head, Special
Collections & Archives, the department that would house and
administer the: WARC: and Andrea Bean Hough, Special
Collections Librarian, who would assume the role of Universicy
Archivise on January 1. 1996.

Ihis meeting clarified the issues of ibrary space. responsibiliny

for the collection, and the collectir 2 process. Whereas carlier meet-

ings had assumed thae the UH Library would not necessarily be

the Tong-cerm or permanent location for the archives portion of

the WARC, by this time the Friends of Women's Studies was no
longer fooking at other spaces and wanted 1o use UH librar space

on condition that

e materials would be “accessible.”™ The decision

about responsibiline for the collection and the collecting process
provided tora shared process benween the Universite Libraries., the
Board

the Friends of Women's Studies. and the Women's Scudies

consultation with the Board of the Friends and other

15 Studies constitnencies. the Archivist would decide what

wowould he

ceepred. The Universiny: Archivist would

oversee the Wom

s Archive and, together with the Universin

& Archives of the Universite of Houston
»positioned the Women's Archive within the policies

Universie of Houston and the Unive

\

v of Womens Studies continued o pro

INENN]

¢ ot collections

By January 1996, the processes that formed the: Women's
Archi

lections. Ava mecting with the Board of the Friends of Women's

were in place and the Library was preparing to receive col-

Studics. Andrea Bean Hough, then University Archivis, urged the
Board o develop a collection development policy and o identify

organizations with which to begin working toward the acquisition

of records. The Library was in the process of renovating space and
hiring safl for the Women's Archive. and Hough proposed hiring
history interns to assist i the processing of the collections. Hough
also andicipated the development of future resources. such as a web

st online finding aids. online caaloging of collections. and

announcements of new collections as appropriace.
I'he Friends of Women's Studies developed a collection policy

focused on the papers of Houston arca women's organizations. The

acquisition of the papers of the Houston Arca Women's Center
(HAWC) in June 1996 marked the beginning of the Women's
Archive. Other carly collections included materials from local
activist: Marjorie: Randal relating to the 1977 International
Womens Year Conterence: the papers of Hazelwitch, a local pro-
duction company: the papers of Nikki Van Hightower: and the
records of Top Ladies of Distinction. The Marjoric Randal
International Women's Year collection and the Van' Hightower
papers would be che firse collections o be processed. In September
1996, renovation of the space for the Women's Archive was com-
pleted and over a hundred guests atended the inauguracion of the
new factlities on the seventh floor of the M.D. Anderson building
at the University of Houston-Central Campus.

The collections now cover a wide variety of women'’s organiza-
tions including cultural development and social action groups,
philanthropic and professional associations, and sports and garden
clubs. Since 1996, almost owo dozen collections have been brought
in, the majority of which have been quickly processed. In addition,
the WARC initiated an active oral history program that augments
the papers in the archive with narratives by women active in the
community and in the organizations whose papers are collecred in
the archive. In addition. the Women's Archive functions as an
active community resource. Groups continually add o their col-
lections, and donors use their processed collections to locate infor-
mation about their own history. Local organizations consult the
papers of similar groups for ideas and insights.

I'he archivistand author has participated in public events, such
as the 1999 Women United Conference in Houston, providing
best practices for women interested in maintaining their own his-
tories or preserving the papers of their organizations. The Women's

Archive also ensures visibiline for Women's Studies and for the col-

«ctions by displavs, such as an exhibic for Table ‘Talk (the annual
fundraiser of the Friends of Women's Studies) and @ semi-perma-
nent displav ac the Universiee Library.

I'he WARC

goal: the acquisition, processing. and maintenance of records of

actively engaged incarrving out its two-fold

womens organizations: and the use of these collections by

rescarchers. With caretully processed acquisitions and 2 growing
set ol collecaons, the: Women's Archive offers an - invaluable
resource for scholars exploring ewentieth century women's history,

particularly the history of women in Houston, Graduaee students

tap the collections for thesis and dissertation work. and Women's
Studies courses have taken advantage of the archivist’s expertise
and the Women's Archive collections to introduce students to
archival rescarch. In support of its goal to encourage rescarch, the

WARC ofters scholarships for students and tellowships tor

Women's Studies graduate studenes and faculty.

In the nine vears since Carey Shuart and Cynehia Freeland ini-
tiated the Friends of Women's Studies and first proposed the mis-
sion and vision of the WARC, many of their ideas have come o
fruition. The product of a unique collaboration between the uni-
versity and the community, the WARC continues an active

¢ the records of

involvement with the community, while preservin

Houston history for students and scholars.
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