
HILTON AMERICAS

1600 Lamar, Houston 77010

Ballroom of the Americas

11:00am Reception

12 noon to 1:30pm Conversations over Lunch

HONORARY CHAIR 

Winell Herron

CO-CHAIRS

Sippi Khurana, MD

Terry Morales

Misti Pace-Krahl 

Angela Shippy, MD 

 

Auction Co-Chairs:  

Leisa Holland-Nelson & Sannam Warrender

Self-parking in the garage by the Hilton Americas entrance 

on Dallas; valet parking also available.

LUNCHEON SPONSOR ($30,000) 
H-E-B

GUARDIANS ($25,000)
Laura & John Arnold

HERSTORIANS ($10,000)
Mandy Kao, Sippi Khurana, Terry Morales  
  & Angela Shippy

ARCHIVISTS ($7,500)
Leah Barton & Nina Andrews Karohl
Annette Bracey, Cheryl Creuzot & Yava Scott
Caroline Fant & Sue Payne
University of Houston

PRESERVERS ($5,000)
Chevron
Melanie Gray
Geordie Hrdlicka & Patricia Moore—Verde Wealth Group  
  & Susana Monteverde
Chinhui Juhn & Edward Allen
MaryScott Hagle & Ann & Elizabeth MacNaughton 
Memorial Hermann 
Kathryn E. Peek
Fayez & Susan Sarofim
Carey Shuart & Beverly Robinson

SCHOLARS ($3,500)
Amegy Bank
Andrews Kurth Kenyon LLP
Beverly Denver—Houston Woman Magazine
Phyllis Epps & Willetta Rucker
Sydney Greenblatt
Dr. Mary Ann Reynolds Wilkins, Stewart Title  
  Commercial Services

RESEARCHERS ($2000)  
Vilma Allen & Jo Rosenblum King
Dina Alsowayel & Tony Chase
Alaina King Benford—Norton Rose Fulbright US LLP
Patricia Cabrera & Eliza Horn
Cadence Bank
Libby Cheney & GinRu Lee
Community Health Choice
Katya Dow & Friends
Exxon Mobil Corporation
Aimee Flores & Melenda Jeter
Eleanor Gilbane
Houston Public Media
Karen Kershner & Rebecca Rush
Elena Marks
Mays Business School—Texas A&M University  
Shawntell L. McWilliams
Sherry Merfish 
Tanya Pal & Rebecca Golden Timsar
Millette Sherman
MaryRoss Taylor
University of Houston Libraries
Sannam Warrender

BOARD MEMBERS

Leah Barton, President

Eliza Horn, Vice President

Patricia Cabrera, Treasurer

Geordie Hrdlicka, Past President

Lilian Care

Katya Glockner Dow

Grace O’Malley Ebaugh

Melissa Edwards

Caroline Fant

Andrea Gardner

Eleanor Gilbane

Sydney R. Greenblatt

Elizabeth Gregory

Ursula Hall

Melenda Jeter MD

Shannon Langrand

Laura Logan

Ann MacNaughton

Tanya Pal

Angela Shippy MD

Carey C. Shuart

Michelle Leigh Smith

Rebecca Golden Timsar

Ashley Paige Turner

Leah Pedersen Thomas

Sannam Warrender

Leandra Zarnow

PROGRAM STAFF

Dr. Elizabeth Gregory, Director

Dr. Dina Alsowayel, Associate Director 

Dr. Guillermo De Los Reyes, Associate Director GLBT Studies

Dr. Rachel Afi Quinn, Assistant Professor

Dr. Sarah Luna, Postdoctoral Fellow 

Ayanna Jolivet Mccloud, Program Director, Friends of Women’s Studies 

Rikki Bettinger, Graduate Student Advisor 

Tanya Campos, Graduate Student Advisor 
Original art courtesy of the artist, 
Leslie Gaworecki
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SPECIAL THANKS TO
Zita Giraldo

Leslie Gaworecki

Soso Design

WOMEN’S, GENDER & 
SEXUALITY STUDIES 
University of Houston

624 Agnes Arnold Hall

Houston, TX 77204-3005

Phone: (713) 743-3773

Fax: (713) 743-0931  

www.friendsofwomen.org

20TH ANNUAL

TABLE TALK  
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 22, 2017
Converse. Share. Learn.   

Table Talk is a fascinating combination of conversations over lunch, led by 

dynamic women of various cultures, professions and experience at each table.

Table Talk benefits the Women’s, Gender & Sexuality Studies Program and the 

Carey C. Shuart Women’s Archive and Research Collection at the University 

of Houston. The Shuart Women’s Archive collects, preserves and shares the 

stories of women’s contributions to Texas and Houston. The WGSS Program 

combines theoretical and empirical studies, to give students the tools to 

analyze the gender dynamics of the past and present and to build a fair future. 

HOST COMMITTEE 

Linda Aguilar, Sharon Apple, Nory Angel, Leah Barton, Alaina King Benford, Yvonne 

Bonner, Annette Bracey, Abenaa Brewster, MD, Elizabeth Brock, Debra Burbridge, 

Shannon Buggs, Libby Cheney, Cindy Clifford, Sarah Cooper, Cheryl Creuzot, Anu 

Davis, MD, Melissa Edwards, Phyllis Epps, Sheshe Taylor Evans, Caroline Fant, 

Aimee Flores, Trina Fowlkes, Lisette Galindo, Cyndy Garza, Andrea Georgsson, 

Eleanor Gilbane, Melanie Gray, MaryScott Hagle, Denise Hamilton, Pauline Higgins, 

Leisa Holland-Nelson, Chinhui Juhn, Mandy Kao, Karen Love, Dr. LaTanya Love, 

Sultana Mangalji, Elena Marks, Fatima Mawji, Shawntell McWilliams, Terry Morales, 

Sharon Michael Owens, Tina Paez, Tanya Pal, Sue Payne, Valerie Perry, Beverly 

Robinson, Kelly Sandill, Yava Scott, Millette Sherman, Angela Shippy, MD, Carey 

Shuart, Ellen Susman, Ileana Trevino, Stephanie VonStein, Sannam Warrender, 

Mary Ann Reynolds Wilkins

ADVISORY COUNCIL

Dina Alsowayel, Annette Bracey, Lemar Brown, MaryScott Hagle, Mandy Kao, Nina 

Andrews Karohl, GinRu Lee, Susana Monteverde, Sue Payne, Beverly Robinson, 

Rebecca Rush, Yava Scott, Carey Shuart, and MaryRoss Taylor
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Farida Abjani 
Nancy Almodovar
Lauren Anderson
Keliy Anderson-Staley
Nory Angel
Rhonda Arnold
Decie Autin 
Devi Brown 
Marcilynn Burke
Ellen Cohen 
Minal Patel Davis
Shannon Deer 
Mimi Del Grande
Susie Distefano  
Sissy Farenthold 
Sameera Faridi 
Debbie Ferguson-McKenzie

Julie Baker Finck 
Irma Galvan 
Beatrice Garza
Leslie Gaworecki 
Winell Herron 
Shezi Kirmani, MD 
Cheryl Mills Knight
Bonna Kol 
Rhea Lawson 
Bridgette Shen Lee   
Nicole Longnecker 
Marian Luntz
Ann MacNaughton

CEO, Shining Nightingale
CEO/President, Nan & Company Properties
Program Manager, ECE, & Former Principal Dancer, Houston Ballet
Assistant Professor of Photography/Digital Media, UH School of Art
Executive Director & CEO, SER-Jobs for Progress
Chief Municipal Affairs Officer, Houston Airports
Vice President, Project Management & Execution, ExxonMobil Development Company
Radio Personality, iHeartmedia; CEO, Karma Bliss
Associate Dean & Associate Professor of Law, UH Law Center
Councilwoman, Houston City Council, and Mayor Pro Tem
Special Advisor to the Mayor on Human Trafficking, City of Houston
Director, Full-Time MBA Program & Accounting Faculty, Texas A&M University
Co-Owner, Café Annie
Senior Vice President & CEO, Children’s Memorial Hermann Hospital
Activist
Director/Designer, Poshak Fashion & Style
UH Women’s Track & Field Coach, 3-time Olympic Medalist
President, Barbara Bush Houston Literacy Foundation
Owner/Chef, Irma’s Restaurant
Former President/CEO, Association for the Advancement of Mexican Americans, Inc.
Table Talk 2017 Featured Artist
Group Vice President of Public Affairs & Diversity, H-E-B
Medical Director, My Pure MD, PLLC
Brand Director, Kendra Scott Jewelry
President, Asia Society
Director, Houston Public Library
Owner, Vision Optique
Owner, Nicole Longnecker Gallery
Curator, Film and Video, MFAH
Wealth Management Advisor, Merrill Lynch



Creative Director/Principal, Contour Interior Design
Sports Journalist; CEO, LisaMaloskyProductions
CEO, The Woman’s Hospital of Texas
Executive Assistant/Former Interim Chief, Houston Police Department
Chief Marketing Officer, Houston Area Women’s Center
Community Advocate, Texas Environmental Justice Advocacy Services (t.e.j.a.s.)
Executive Director, Houston Hispanic Forum
Co-Chair, Mayor’s LGBTQ Advisory Board; Qualitative Research & Evaluation Manager, The Salvation Army
Former Houston Mayor; SVP & Chief Strategy Officer, Neighborhood Centers Inc.
Board Chair, Houston METRO
Pastor, St. John’s United Methodist Church
Founder/President/CEO, Nation Waste, Inc.
Poet, author of The Diener;  Professor of English, University of Houston
Founding Partner, GSMA Architects, Inc.
Owner, Shuart Farms; Activist, Shuart Women’s Archive & Research Collection, UH
Broadcast Journalist & Texans Insider, Houston Texans
Assistant Professor of English/Caribbean Studies
Director of Education, City of Houston
Chairman of the Board, Interfaith Ministries for Greater Houston
Associate Pastor, Fondren Apartment Ministry, Westbury United Methodist Church
Owner, FValdezLaw PC
CEO, Amitha Verma Home Decor
Executive Chef/Owner, Kiran’s Restaurant
Director/Curator, University Museum, Texas Southern University
President/CEO, Houston Parks Board
Editorial Board, Houston Chronicle
President/CEO, Wealthy Sisters Network
Executive Director, Black Sheep Agency
Philanthropist    
CEO, Holocaust Museum Houston

Nina Magon  
Lisa Malosky 
Ashley McClellan  
Martha Montalvo    
Chau Nguyen  
Yudith Nieto   
Linda Flores Olson  
Melanie Pang 
Annise Parker 
Carrin Patman  
Juanita Rasmus  
Maria Rios   
Dr. Martha Serpas   
Carrie Shoemake   
Carey Shuart    
Deepi Sidhu
Dr. Kavita Singh   
Juliet Stipeche    
Paula Sutton   
Hannah Terry   
Frances Valdez  
Amitha Verma    
Kiran Verma  
Dr. Alvia Wardlaw  
Beth White    
Andrea White    
Dawniel Winningham   
Aimee Woodall   
Lynn S. Wyatt     
Kelly Zuniga  20
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