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TABLE TALK
Wednesday, February 15, 2023

View More
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https://uh.edu/class/ws/Programs/table-talk/


CONVERSE. SHARE. LEARN. �

Table Talk is a fascinating combination of conversations, led by dynamic 
women of various cultures, professions and experience at each table. 

Table Talk benefits the Women’s, Gender & Sexuality Studies Program 
at the University of Houston. The WGSS Program combines theoretical 
and empirical studies, to give students the tools to analyze the gender 
dynamics of the past and present and to build a fair future.

Buy Tables/Tickets: uh.edu/class/ws
Our Chopsticks on the 

mural / Time in a Tide Pool

Yu-Ru Huang

https://uh.edu/class/ws/Programs/table-talk/


CO-CHAIRS
Michelle Avalos & Ruth Dreessen

HILTON AMERICAS, 1600 LAMAR, 
HOUSTON 77010
Ballroom of the Americas 
11 am Reception | 12 pm–1:30 pm Conversations over Lunch

Self-parking in the garage by the Hilton Americas entrance on Dallas, 
and valet parking also available. Business Attire.
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SCHOLARS
Kafah Bachari/Camillo Properties
Cara Baez
Leah Barton
Simin Banister
Patricia Cabrera
Community Health Choice
Caroline Fant/Sue Payne
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Houston Public Media
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BOARD MEMBERS

Carmen Peña Abrego, President
Cara Baez
Danielle Bartz, Vice President
Annie Benifield, Ph.D.
Elizabeth Chiao, M.D., M.P.H.
Cristina Garcia Gamboa 
Cathryn Martinez
Swati Narayan
Elisabeth Netherton, M.D.

Chau Nguyen
Lyndsey Ray
Guillermo de los Reyes, Ph.D.
Joy Sewing
Shreela Sharma, Ph.D., R.D., L.D., 	
     Treasurer 
Carey Shuart
Kendall Toarmina
Leandra Zarnow, Ph.D.



ADVISORY COUNCIL

Dina Alsowayel, Ph.D.
Leah Barton
Annette Bracey
Lemar Brown
Patricia Cabrera
Caroline Fant
Eleanor Gilbane
MaryScott Hagle
Eliza Horn

Geordie Hrdlicka
Mandy Kao
Nina Andrews Karohl
Shannon Langrand
GinRu Lee
Susana Monteverde
Tanya Pal 
Sue Payne, Chair
Kathryn Peek, Ph.D.

Beverly Robinson
Rebecca Rush
Yava Scott
Angela Shippy, M.D.
Carey Shuart
MaryRoss Taylor
Patricia Gardner Young



HOST COMMITTEE

Rhonda Arnold, Annette Bracey, Shannon Buggs, Libby Cheney, Cheryl 
Creuzot, June Deadrick, Melissa Edwards, Caroline Fant, Samina Farid, 
Jessica Farrar, Andrea Georgsson, Eleanor Gilbane, Shelley Gottschalk, 
Melanie Gray, MaryScott Hagle, Mandy Kao, Sippi Khurana, MD, Sultana 
Mangalji, Fatima Mawji, Leisa Holland Nelson, Chinhui Juhn, Brenda 
Mainwaring, Sherry Merfish, Terry Morales, Sharon Michael Owens, Sue 
Payne, Leila Perrin, Beverly Robinson, Sally Russ, Yava Scott, Angela 
Shippy, MD, Carey C. Shuart, Sannam Warrender, Aimee Woodall



CONVERSATIONALISTS
Madhureeta “Reeta” Achari	 Principal Neurologist		 Integrated Neurology
Christina J. Allen		  CEO			   FamilyTime Crisis & Counseling Center
Brenda Rios Brombacher	 Director			   McNair Center for Entrepreneurship & 
						      Free Enterprise, HCU
Elizabeth Bunch		  Resident Actor		  Alley Theatre 	
Elsa Caballero		  President			   SEIU Texas
Jill Campbell		  Director of Immigration & 	 Baker Ripley			 
			   Citizenship
Natasha Cherednichenko	 COO			   Certarus Energy
Khori Dastoor		  General Director & CEO	 Houston Grand Opera
Lydia Davies		  CEO & Founder 		  TeeMates
Amanda Ducach		  CEO & Co-Founder		  Ema
Zion Escobar, PE		  Executive Director		  Houston Freedmen’s Town Conservancy
Estella Gonzalez		  Director, Program Planning 	 Harris County, Dept. of Economic	
			   & Innovation		  Equity & Opportunity
Lisa Graham-Garza		  Founder & President		  Autism Rescue Angels



CONVERSATIONALISTS (CONT’D)

MaryScott Hagle		  Owner & Death Doula		 Compassionate Deathcare Houston
Allison Hay		  Executive Director		  Houston Habitat for Humanity
Yu-Ru Huang		  Artist	
Necole S. Irvin		  Director, Mayor’s Office of	 City of Houston 	
			   Cultural Affairs
Tracie Jae			   Lead Rebel		  The Quiet Rebel, LLC
Olivia Julianna		  Director of Politics & 	 Gen-Z for Change
			   Government Affairs
Xavia Karner, PhD	                  	 Author & Professor                    	 Making a Scene!/UH Sociology
Christina Keefe		  Director of Theatre Program	 Rice University
Summer Kelly		  Senior Manager of 		  Amazon
			   Community Engagement
Rachna Khare		  Executive Director		  DAYA
Lindsay Lanagan		  Vice President, Government 	 Legacy Community Health
			   Relations & Public Affairs 
Deidre Mathis		  Founder & Owner		  Wanderstay Hospitality Group



CONVERSATIONALISTS (CONT’D) 

Courtenay McMillan		  Manager, Mission Integration 	 NASA
			   & Operations
Amanda McMillian		  President & CEO		  United Way of Greater Houston
Beth Matusoff Merfish, PhD         Chair & Professor		  COH Women’s Commission/UHCL 
						      Art History
Deborah D.E.E.P Mouton	 Artist & Owner		  Deep Ink
Bich-May Nguyen, MD, MPH	 Clinical Associate Professor	 Fertitta Family College of Medicine, UH
Chassidy Olainu-Alade	 Coordinator of Community	 Fort Bend ISD
			   and Civic Engagement
Lise Olsen			  Author, Investigative Journalist	 Code of Silence
Benchawan Jabthong Painter	 Chef & Owner		  Street to Kitchen
Tanya Pal			   Director			   Your Part-Time Controller
Vanessa Patrick-Ralhan	 Associate Dean for Research/	 UH-Bauer College of Business
			   Professor of Marketing 
Priscilla Picasso		  Business Relationship Manager	 Texas Capital Bank
Julie Pleasant		  Lieutenant			  HPD–Victim Services Division



CONVERSATIONALISTS (CONT’D) 

Pamela Quiroz, PhD		  Director & Professor		  Ctr for Mexican American &  
						      Latino/a Studies/UH Sociology
Deepa Ramaswamy		  Assistant Professor		  UH-College of Architecture 
Priscilla Rivas		  Principal			   Kinder HSPVA, Houston ISD
Barbie L. Robinson		  Executive Dierctor		  Harris County Public Health
Roula Zoghbi Smith		  VP, Surgical Services & 	 Texas Children’s Hospital
			   Heart Center	
Lauren Sparks		  Founder & CEO		  Agility Bank
Stephanie Tsuru		  Founder & CEO		  SheSpace
Michelle Wallace		  Executive Chef & AGM	 Gatlin’s BBQ
Danielle Burns Wilson	 Curator & Art Director	 Project Row Houses
Felice Yarbough		  Park Ranger		  U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service 
Amanda Zamora		  Publisher & Co-Founder	 The 19th*



PROGRAM STAFF

Dr. Elizabeth Gregory—Director
Dr. Dina Alsowayel—Associate Director 
Dr. Guillermo De Los Reyes—Associate Director LGBT Studies
Dr. Rachel Afi Quinn—Associate Professor
Dr. Zelma Oyarvide Tuthill—Assistant Professor 
Dr. Aishwarya Lakshmi—Program Director 
Eleanor Becerra, Graduate Assistant



SPECIAL THANKS TO
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